So What is the Orton Effect ?
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The technique was devised by Michael Orton before

the age of digital photography

He would take a normal photo on slide film and then
take it again but this time out of focus.

After development he'd sandwich the two slides

toget
one,

ner so the sharp image, over

nad a fuzzy glow around sha

ald by the blurry

‘0 objects.



With digital we don't need to shoot twice, we can

copy the
the copy

sharp shot in Photoshop and then blur
before combining the two images.

As well as that we can adjust how the two images

mix toge

‘her so we can create a multitude

of differe

Nt effects.
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First open your image in Photoshop
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Right click on the Background layer
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And left click on “Duplicate Layer”



Duplicate Layer

Duplicate: Background

- As: Background copy - ~
. Cancel |
Y Destination —

Document: Paddys Hole orig.jpg v I
Artboard: Canvas
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Change “Background copy” to “Gaussian blur”
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And click "OK”
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We now want to blur the top layer
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Gaussian Blur

( OK )
(Cancel)

. Preview

AREDS: pemrrnpaEpREasNEN0ns O
= ol

Q 100% Q

. - . SEa A
Radius: 101
: - 2l vl 5

. -',?:' g -\ (_.-: ._'A:- \..‘ . .
= 1 1% a 1 ng #) =
N ] ] .

RO o @

T

s

Pixels

LAVl LIS

e

e vil g
A
ol
o &

Then adjust the radius to, say, 10.  Click “OK”
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We need to blend the two so we can see

both of them together
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| eft click on 1t and choose a mode from the list

lts default setting is “Normal”, where the top layer

completely hides the lower ones

Try some of the others.
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Here are a few possibilities ....
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It you like an eftect but it's too strong just reduce

the opacity from 100% until it's more suitable



The current popularity of the Orton Effect seems
to be for a lighter, hazier effect

| confess it's not altogether my cup of tea but

| can see Its uses!






